The analysis of the socio-demographic profile of the respondents has its crucial importance in the social science investigation. It enables us to understand the diverse factors such as age, family structure, caste, their education attainment, economic status of the family etc that affects the value system of the respondents. In fact the way we feel, think and act directly or indirectly influenced and directed by our In this chapter an attempt has been made to identify the demographic characteristics of the respondents as well as their socio-economic background. This will help us to understand the social structure and social relations of the respondents under the study. The present chapter is divided into four parts. The first part takes stock of demographic variables such age and sex and the second part deals with the social profile of the respondents which includes caste and religion etc. The third part deals with the household profile of the respondents in which family background of the respondents will be discussed in the form of size and type of the family, whereas last section covers the earning and non-earning members in the families of the respondents.
is related with the emigration so we are only concerned with respondents of last two stages. It is because people from the first three categories are not eligible for emigration to the Middle East countries as labourers. 
Figures in parentheses are column wise percentage
The Table 2 .1 reveals that a majority of the respondents 64.66 per cent of the total are in the age group of 18-38 years. In this way the sample is predominantly represented by the young people and 28.32 per cent of the respondents are from the age group of middle age that is 39-48 years. If we look closely, most of the respondents (84.32 per cent) are from the age group of 18 to 48 years which is the most productive age and suitable for labour works at abroad. Looking at the high proportion of young persons in our study we can say that emigration to the Middle East from Punjab is the emigration of young persons. Similarly, Jain (2003) also found that the majority of emigrants to the Gulf countries are young. In his study of Kerala it was found that 79 per cent of the emigrant workers were 35 years of age or younger. Another study found that as many as 84 per cent of emigrants were under 35 years of age and that about 50 per cent of the workers were unmarried (ibid).
Sex:
After age, another important demographic variable is sex. Unlike emigration to other parts of the world emigration to the Middle East countries from Punjab is predominately is male emigration. 100 per cent of the emigrant respondents who had been interviewed for this study were male. In contrast to Kerala and Philippines from where huge numbers of females also emigrate to the Middle East as housemaids, and nurses etc. The emigration from Punjab to the Middle East is male emigration. It is because of two factors. First, it is because of the power structure in the patriarchal Punjabi society where male are always considered to be the head of the household and primary decision makers regarding emigration and generally avail the opportunity to emigrate. Also the primary responsibility for earning lies with the male in case of Punjabi family. Secondly, low skilled and blue collar workers in the Middle East are not allowed to bring their wives and children with them (Jain, 2003) . It is because of low salaries, it is assumed by the host countries that they would not be able to afford the basic expenditure of families in the Middle East.
Marital Status
Marriage is one of the deepest and most complex webs of human relations. It is the most essential part of civilized society and social system as well. It regulates the sexual behaviour of human beings. The family has its root in marriage and both are complementary to each other. Marriage has been more recently defined as legally binding contracts between man and woman that conveys certain rights and privileges including sexual exclusivity, legitimating of any children born of the union, and economic responsibilities. (cf Ratra, 2006) 
Social Profile

Caste of the Respondents
Caste and religion can be seen as the main two pillars of Indian society.
Caste in Indian context is a status group which defines the social and ritual position of an individual in society. It is defined as a relatively small and named group of person characterized by hereditary membership, endogamy and a specific style of life which also include the pursuit by tradition of a particular occupation and it is usually associated with a hierarchical order (Betteille, 1971) . Many sociologists and anthropologists strongly believe that caste is an exclusive feature of Indian social structure. According to Srinivas (1962) the caste system is traditionally rooted in the Hindu religion. It provides ascribed status to individuals derived historically from a religious value system of Hindus based on the notion of purity and pollution. A caste entails a hierarchy; endogamy, hereditary occupation and restrictions on inter caste interactions (Ghurye, 1969) . Risley defined the caste as a collection of families or group of families bearing a common name which usually denotes or is associated with specific occupation, claiming common descent from a mythical ancestor, human or divine professing to follow the name professional calling and are regarded by those who are competent to give as forming a single homogeneous community (Ketkar, 1979) . In the present study, the analysis of respondent's caste is essential because in setup of the Indian society caste is closely associated with the occupation.
Even some scholars (Ghurye, 1961 , Nesfield, 1885 , Ibbetson, 1974 of Jalandhar district like Ganna Pind, Allowal, Bholewal they are in the majority as compared to the other parts of the state and since they are engaged with the criminal acts like illicit liquor, theft etc.
Religion
Durkheim (1976) defined the concept of religion. According to him a religion is a unified system of beliefs and relative to the sacred things, that is to say things set apart and forbidden-beliefs and practices which unite into one single moral community called the Church, all those who adhere to them. Religion is a set of beliefs, symbols and practices which is based on the idea of the sacred and which unites believers into a social ways the religious community. On the other hand Weber (1976) believes that there was a strong relationship between the Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of Capitalism. Anthropology defines religion as the system of interaction consisting of those beliefs and activities that order human life by relating human to spiritual being and or power. According to Malinowski (1954) religion is mode of action as well as a system of belief, and a sociological phenomenon as well as a personal experience. But from the Marxian point of view religion is the part of the superstructure of society and it is shaped ultimately by the economy of the society. He also compared religion with "opium" which has been used to subjugate the masses. In contrast to Karl Marx, Max Weber (1976) rejects the view that religion is always shaped by the economic factors. He does not deny that at certain times and certain places, religious behaviour may be largely shaped by the economic forces. But this is not the case under certain condition the reverse can occur, that is religious beliefs can be a major influence on the economic behaviour of the person.
In nutshell it can be said that religion plays a very important role in all stages of one's life. In the history of India, we find that there are so many religious and secular movements carried on with the motive of uniting the masses and increase the numerical strength of their followers and propagated the modern ideas of social equality and equal access to economic opportunities to all the sections of the society.
The present study deals with the emigration of lower caste people who were placed at the bottom of the caste hierarchy by the traditional Hindu society. They have been facing so many civil and religious disabilities. and Jain (0.2 per cent). 
Education:
Knowledge is the basic need of human growth and in turn depends upon the education. The education system is one of the subsystem, for the better understanding of its relevance and importance, it must relate to all other institutions in social system particularly caste and family institution. According to Dubey (1984) the education system has to take into consideration the technological development, 06 (2) 300 (100) 6 The above analysis in the 
Education of the Family Members
Although Table 2 .7 shows the low literacy rate among the respondents emigrated to the Middle East but when we look at the education profile of the families of the respondents then a slight improvement can be seen with regard to their education level. 
Figures in parentheses indicate column wise percentages
Family Profile
Type of family
Family is a special subset of the social system and is structured by a unique set of inter-gender and inter generational relationships. The family has been considered as a basic unit of society from where the socialization of the person started and learns the basic behaviour pattern. It has been seen a universal institution and investable for human society. Murdock (1965) also believed the universal feature of the family institution. Sharma (1992) defines family as a basic kinship unit, in its minimal form consisting of a husband, wife and children. In its widest sense it refers to all relatives living together or recognized as a social unit, including adopted persons. Like other institutions of the society tremendous changes are occurring in the family institution.
In many cases the traditional family has under severe attack, though it has not fallen apart, crack are clearly visible. The Joint family system has been the prevalent form of family in the traditional agrarian society. However with the passage of time the family system has undergone considerable change. In the modern industrialized society joint family system has been replaced by the nuclear family system. Further nuclear family system is the feature of urban society and the joint family system can still exist in the rural society due to need of rural society and functions. 
Size of Family
The size of the family is an important variable because it affects the respondents' socio-economic status and most importantly it affects the use of remittance by the family left behind. Table 2 First, a sizable proportion of respondents of the present study live in the large size joint families. Second, even those who are living in the nuclear families majority of them belong to the large size of nuclear families with more than 4-6 members. Kapoor and Gupta (2007) household is the collective name, a particular synthesis of private and common ownership, so that this right is shared indivisibly among members whose number may be indeterminate, the household is the forum of consumption, and its stability is integral to social and political stability. Table 2 
Earning and Non-Earning Members
Number of earners and non earners in a family are also significant variables and also determine the socio-economic status of the family. As the analysis of the Table 2 .10 and 2.11 shows that large numbers of respondents are living in large size of nuclear families and the rest of them also belong to the large size of families in the form of joint and extended families. So the study of the earners and non earners in the family of the respondents became important because of two main reasons.
First, if the number of earners are higher in a family, the quality of life would be better. Secondly, more the earner in the family more would be the income. In order to understand the economic and social status of the families, the respondents were asked to state the numbers of earners and non-earners in the families. 
Figures in parentheses indicate column wise percentage
The data in this regard reveal that a majority, 78.32 per cent of the respondents have 3 to 5 non-earners in the family (Table 2 .14) only 10.66 per cent of the respondents have 1-2 non earners in the family. Further some of them 11 per cent have above five non-earners in the family.
In a nutshell, the socio-economic profile of the respondents reveals that the socio-economic condition of the workers working in the Middle East is relatively different from the other emigrants working in the developed countries. The first major finding is that all the respondents belong to one gender that is male. It means unlike other parts of the world, emigration from Punjab to the Middle East is the emigration of only males. Secondly, the majority of the respondents belong to the young and middle age group which is suitable for the labour work and required by the companies of the Middle East and majority of them are married. Thirdly, large numbers of the respondents are not much educated. Fourthly because the study is only focusing on the dalit's emigration that are divided among the 39 different castes all over the state but in the present study Ad-Dharmis/ Chamars are dominating numerically among the Punjabi Diaspora community in the Middle East. They are more progressive and mobile as compared to the other caste groups among the dalits of Punjab. Fifth, although dalits of Doaba region belong to the different religions but the respondents in majority belong to the Hindu religion second popular religion they reported is Sikhism. Some of them has changed their religion and converted to Christianity. Those who converted from Hinduism/Sikhism to the Christianity are in majority and belong to the Valmiki and Majbi Sikhs caste. Sixth, a majority of them belong to the large size nuclear families having 1-2 earners. A large proportion of respondents were heading the households.
